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Grade 10, Unit 5 Pre-assessment 

Read the following speech and answer the questions that follow. 

 

Pearl Harbor Address to the Nation by Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Senate, and of the House of 
Representatives: 

Yesterday, December 7th, 1941 -- a date which will live in infamy -- the United 
States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the 
Empire of Japan. 

The United States was at peace with that nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, 
was still in conversation with its government and its emperor looking toward the 
maintenance of peace in the Pacific. 

Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in the 
American island of Oahu, the Japanese ambassador to the United States and his 
colleague delivered to our Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American 
message. And while this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing 
diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or of armed attack. 

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that 
the attack was deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the 
intervening time, the Japanese government has deliberately sought to deceive the 
United States by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace. 

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to 
American naval and military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives 
have been lost. In addition, American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high 
seas between San Francisco and Honolulu. 

Yesterday, the Japanese government also launched an attack against Malaya. 

Last night, Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong. 

Last night, Japanese forces attacked Guam. 

Last night, Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands. 

Last night, the Japanese attacked Wake Island. 
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And this morning, the Japanese attacked Midway Island. 

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the 
Pacific area. The facts of yesterday and today speak for themselves. The people of the 
United States have already formed their opinions and well understand the implications 
to the very life and safety of our nation. 

As Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I have directed that all measures 
be taken for our defense. But always will our whole nation remember the character of 
the onslaught against us. 

No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the 
American people in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory. 

I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert 
that we will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make it very certain that 
this form of treachery shall never again endanger us. 

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory, and 
our interests are in grave danger. 

With confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounding determination of our 
people, we will gain the inevitable triumph -- so help us God. 

I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack 
by Japan on Sunday, December 7th, 1941, a state of war has existed between the 
United States and the Japanese empire. 

Delivered December 8, 1941 

 

Source: Americanrhetoric.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Multiple Choice 

 

1. Choose the word that best describes the tone of this piece: 

A) Facetious  

B) Authoritative 

C) Inane 

D) Ambitious 

 

2.   What sentence best describes the answer you chose for question 1? 

A) I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert 
that we will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make it very 
certain that this form of treachery shall never again endanger us. 

B) And this morning, the Japanese attacked Midway Island. 
C) Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the 

Pacific area 
D) In addition, American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high seas 

between San Francisco and Honolulu. 

 

3)  How does Roosevelt perceive the people of the United States in this speech?  

A) Devastated 

B) Righteous 

C) Cowardly 

D) Aggressive 

 

4) Which sentence(s) best support your answer for number 3? 

 

A) Hostilities exist. 

B) As Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I have directed that all 
measures be taken for our defense.  

C) With confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounding determination of 
our people, we will gain the inevitable triumph -- so help us God.  



D) I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I 
assert that we will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make it 
very certain that this form of treachery shall never again endanger us. 

 

Essential Questions 

6) How can I analyze what a text says, both explicitly and what it implies? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

7) How can I analyze an author’s choices within a text? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

8)How can I write an argument in order to support a claim? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Constructed Response 

Imagine you are a member of Roosevelt’s audience.  Write a brief response to his 

speech stating whether or not he has convinced you that it is time to join the war.  Use 

evidence and statements from the text to help form your answer.  

 

 introduce a clear claim, support it with reasons and evidence, and include  

 a logical conclusion  

 include at least two relevant supporting statements from Barbara Jordan's  

 speech  

 include relevant supporting details from President Ford's arguments  

 present your ideas clearly and logically  

 use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scoring Guide: Grade 10, Unit 5 pre-assessment 

Questions 1-4: Multiple Choice  

1. B 

2. A 

3. B 

4. C 

 

 

Constructed Response – use rubric below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Construct 

Measured 

Score Point 4 Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 Score Point 0 

Reading: 

comprehension of 

key ideas and 

details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

The response 

provides an 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly and 

inferentially and 

cites convincing 

textual evidence to 

support the 

analysis, showing 

full 

comprehension of 

complex ideas 

expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: The 

response presents 

a clearly 

articulated and 

defended claim 

that supports or 

opposes the idea 

that Roosevelt’s 

speech provides a 

convincing 

argument for 

joining the war; 

the response fairly 

and coherently 

evaluates the 

opposing position 

and demonstrates 

the superiority of 

the adopted 

position by citing 

relevant and 

sufficient reasons 

and evidence; the 

response makes 

effective use of 

evidence 

presented in the 

text in both 

defending the 

adopted position 

The response 

provides an 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly and 

inferentially and 

cites textual 

evidence to 

support the 

analysis, showing 

extensive 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in 

the text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: The 

response presents 

and defends a 

claim either for or 

against the idea 

that  Roosevelt’s 

speech provides a 

convincing 

argument for 

joining the war  ; 

the response 

considers the 

opposing position 

and asserts the 

superiority of the 

adopted position; 

the response 

refers to material 

presented in the 

text in defending 

the adopted 

position.  

 

 

The response 

provides a mostly 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly or 

inferentially and 

cited textual 

evidence, shows 

a basic 

comprehension 

of ideas 

expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: The 

response 

presents a claim 

either for or 

against the idea 

that Roosevelt’s 

speech provides a 

convincing 

argument for 

joining the war ; 

the response 

acknowledges an 

opposing view; 

the response 

refers to material 

presented in the 

text in defending 

the adopted 

position. 

The response 

provides a 

minimally accurate 

or inaccurate 

analysis of what 

the text says, and 

cited textual 

evidence shows 

limited or 

inaccurate 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in 

the text(s). 

 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: The 

response fails to 

support a clear 

position on the 

topic or distinguish 

that position from 

any other.  

 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible 
or 
undeciphera
ble 

 not written 
in English 

 too limited 
to evaluate 

 

 

 



and critiquing the 

opposing position. 

Writing: 

development of 

ideas 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides effective 

and 

comprehensive 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

clear and 

convincing 

reasoning, details, 

text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

consistently 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides effective 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

clear reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

largely appropriate 

to the task, 

purpose, and 

audience. 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides some 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by 

using some 

reasoning, 

details, text-

based evidence, 

and/or 

description; the 

development is 

somewhat 

appropriate to 

the task, 

purpose, and 

audience. 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

develops the 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements 

minimally by using 

limited reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence and/or 

description; the 

development is 

limited in its 

appropriateness to 

the task, purpose, 

and/or audience. 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible 
or 
undeciphera
ble 

 not written 
in English 

 too limited 
to evaluate 

 

Writing: 

organization 

The response 
demonstrates 
purposeful 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion and 
includes a strong 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical, well-
executed 
progression of 
ideas, making it 
easy to follow the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 
demonstrates a 
great deal of 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical progression 
of ideas, making it 
fairly easy to 
follow the writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 

demonstrates 

some coherence, 

clarity, and/or 

cohesion, and 

includes an 

introduction, 

conclusion, and 

logically grouped 

ideas, making the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas usually 

discernible but 

not obvious. 

The response 

demonstrates 

limited or no 

coherence, clarity, 

and/or cohesion, 

making the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas somewhat or 

entirely unclear. 

 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible 
or 
undeciphera
ble 

 not written 
in English 

 too limited 
to evaluate 

 

Writing: clarity of 

language 

 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

precise language 

consistently, 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

mostly precise 

language, 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains a 

mostly effective 

style, while 

attending to the 

norms and 

conventions of 

the discipline.  

The response 

uses some 

The response has a 

style that has 

limited or 

impaired 

effectiveness, with 

limited or highly 

deficient 

awareness of the 

norms of the 

discipline.  The 

response includes 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible 
or 
undeciphera
ble 

 not written 
in English 



 

 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

precise language, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional 

words, words to 

indicate tone 

and/or domain-

specific 

vocabulary. 

limited if any 

descriptions, 

sensory details, 

linking or 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, or domain-

specific 

vocabulary. 

 too limited 
to evaluate 

 

Writing: 

knowledge of 

language and 

conventions 

 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English 

consistent with 

effectively edited 

writing. Though 

there may be a 

few minor errors 

in grammar and 

usage, meaning is 

clear throughout 

the response. 

The response 

demonstrates a 

generally 

consistent 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are a few 

patterns of errors 

in grammar and 

usage that may 

infrequently 

impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates 

limited command 

of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are 

multiple errors in 

grammar and 

usage 

demonstrating 

minimal control 

over language. 

There are 

multiple 

distracting errors 

in grammar and 

usage that 

sometimes 

impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates little 

or no command of 

the conventions of 

standard English. 

There are frequent 

and varied errors 

in grammar and 

usage, 

demonstrating 

little or no control 

over language. 

There are frequent 

distracting errors 

in grammar and 

usage that often 

impede 

understanding. 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible 
or 
undeciphera
ble 

 not written 
in English 

 too limited 
to evaluate 

 


